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Thukral & Tagra
SOMNIUM SEMINIBUS II 

Opening 19.09.2018
Exhibition: 20.09 - 14.01.2019

[dip] contemporary art is delighted to present Indian artists Thukral 
& Tagra's first solo show in Switzerland, SOMNIUM SEMINIBUS 
II. The exhibition's opening takes place on Wednesday, September 19th,
from 6:00 pm, at the presence of the artists.

On Saturday, September 22nd the Artists will host a breakfast and 
conversation at the Gallery, from 10.30 to 12.30. RSVP by 
September 20th at  info@dipcontemporaryart.com

Jiten Thukral and Sumir Tagra work collaboratively with a wide range of 
media including painting, sculpture, installations, interactive games, video, 
performance and design. Thukral & Tagra work on new formats of public 
engagement and attempt to expand the scope of what art can do. They break 
out of the mediated and disciplinary world and create multimodal sensory and 
immersive environments. Their earlier work dealt with tropes of migration and 
motifs of a globally manifested consumer culture. It questioned the 
provenance of Indian identity and its various articulations. Their recent work 
has dealt with the interpretation of Indian mythological narratives and 
symbols in ways that renew and enliven a largely pedantic and static area 
of cultural material.
From a pop visual character to a predominantly abstract visual approach and 
compositional philosophy, Thukral & Tagra constantly shift in terms of their 
grammar and vocabulary. The abstract suggestions of an everyday 
experience of architecture and urban design in Gurgaon (Haryana, India) and 
Chandigarh (Punjab, India) is embedded in their visual language. They have 
offered sociopolitical commentary that is implicit in their aesthetic for the past 
fifteen years.

SOMNIUM SEMINIBUS II 
"Continuing our quest for dreams and reveries, Somnium Seminibus was 
conceived. The series revolves around exploring the idea of a journey both 
inwards and outwards. We have been painting dreams, always returning to a 
notion of space as constantly exploding, as free flowing. In between surreal 
bubbles and struggling with stored memories, but continuously being pumped 
up by aspirations".

Thukral & Tagra

Continuing our earlier project regarding the botanical enquires -SOMNIUM 
SEMINUBUS was conceived. The project is the second part of the hatching 
made while a visit to the botanical garden. These reveries were manifested 
as a costruct of a fact sketch, a derivation of what a lucid the dream would 
look like. The series revolves around exploring the idea of a journey both 
inwards and outwards. We have been painting dreams, always returning to a 
notion of space as constantly exploding, as free-flowing in between surreal 
bubbles and struggling with stored memories, but continuosly being pumped 
up by aspirations. The exercise started as a humble approach to illustrate the 
flora present in Rani Bagh, Mumbai. 
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Thukral & Tagra

Jiten Thukral, born in 1976, in Jalandhar, Punjab, India. He graduated with a 
Bechelor in Fine Art from Chandigarth Art College and Masters in Fine Arts 
from New Delhi College of Art. 

Sumir Tagra, born in 1979, in New Delhi, India. He achieved a Bachelor of 
Fine Art at New Delhi College of Art and a Post Graduate degree from the 
National Institute of Design, Ahmendabad.

Thukral & Tagra’s works have been widely exhibited worldwide including the 
Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Helsinki Art Museum Tennis Palace, 
Finland; Kennedy Center, Washington DC; SESC Pompie, Sao Paulo; and 
The Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai. Thukral & Tagra’s solo 
exhibitions include Hilger Contemporary, Vienna; Bose Pacia, New York City; 
BTAP Gallery, Tokyo, Ullens Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing, Art Plural 
Gallery, Singapore;  Singapore Tyler Print Institute, Singapore; and most 
recently at Bau Daji Lad Museum, Bombay. In 2007, Nature Morte and Bose 
Pacia presented their solo installation entitled “Adolescere-Domus” in the Art 
Statements section of Art Basel. They were included in a large exhibition of 
contemporary art from India at the Mori Art Museum, Tokyo, which travelled 
to the Essl Museum in Vienna in 2008. The duo was also represented at the 
Vancouver Sculpture Biennale and the Asia Pacific Triennial at the 
Queensland Art Gallery in Brisbane, Australia. In 2011, they were part of the 
touring exhibition “Indian Highway IV” at the Lyon Museum of Contemporary 
Art in France. The artists currently live and work in New Delhi, India. 

[dip] contemporary art is a contemporary art gallery located in Lugano, 
opened in October 2016 by Michela Negrini. Representing a range of 
international artists, [dip] aims at being a stimulating platform for exploring 
new developments in international contemporary art, across a range of 
practices and media, building a bridge between art and society, raising public 
attention on the issues that inspire and challenge our society. Representing a 
range of international artists with many different perspectives, [dip] shares a 
deep commitment to art and a strong belief in the contribution that artists 
make to the world. [dip] mission includes setting in motion a 
dynamic number of initiatives, pro-moting art and launching an exciting 
dialogue challenging the existing dynami-cs and participating to the 
improvement of human relations, thanks to projects exploring global 
issues, such as environment, gender, education, multiculturalism.

The composition anable one to think of the existing matter around. The 
coexistence of these elements in nature makes us interrogate their origins 
and their past, which is manicured by folklore and natural progressions. The 
ways of looking at them can be challenges and a dream of a walk along its 
path is what we intend to narrate. This by no means is a biological study of 
species, but what it does is to juxtapose the elements which have been 
inherited and stayed together through time.



THUKRAL AND TAGRA
SIMUL EXISTENTIUM II: DILLENIACEAE - A 
2018        
Oil On Canvas
61 cm dia x 3 cm
Courtesy the Artists and [dip] contemporary art

THUKRAL AND TAGRA
SIMUL EXISTENTIUM II:  FABACEAE - A 
2018        
Oil On Canvas
61 cm dia x 3 cm
Courtesy the Artists and [dip] contemporary art
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THUKRAL AND TAGRA
SIMUL EXISTENTIUM II:  ARECACEAE - B 
2018        
Oil On Canvas
61 cm dia x 3 cm
Courtesy the Artists and [dip] contemporary art
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Info:

via dufour 21 (ang. via vanoni) 
6900 lugano (CH)
www.dipcontemporaryart.com 
info@dipcontemporaryart.com
tel +41 (0)91 921 17 17
mob +41 (0)79 173 29 54 

Visits
Opening: 19.9.2018
Exhibition: 20.9.2018 to 14.1.2019

Opening hours
monday: closed (or by appointment) 
tuesday/friday: 14.00 -18.30 
saturday/sunday and mornings: by 
appointment

THUKRAL AND TAGRA
SIMUL EXISTENTIUM II:  STERCULIACEAE - A
2018        
Oil On Canvas
61 cm dia x 3 cm
Courtesy the Artists and [dip] contemporary art




