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Michela Negrini is delighted to present Beyond time, a solo show 

by CANAN (b. 1970, Turkey), a feminist and activist artist who has 

been making work that intervenes into the politics and 

representation of gender, sexuality and the body since the early 

1998.  1998. 

Beyond time is CANAN first exhibition in Switzerland. 

Delving into ancient, modern and contemporary “myths” about 
gender, power structures and the body, the exhibition features 
artworks ranging from embroidery, video and traditional miniature 
painting. While the media are extremely diverse, the exhibition 
coherently explores the persistence of mythical paradigms in 
defining the value and meaning of human life.



Since the 1990s CANAN has been analyzing how institutions such as 

government, family, society and religion affect the private lives of 

women. In her recent engagement with ancient cosmology, CANAN 

brings a new level to her analysis, revealing how old narratives are 

pulled through new frames of morality to dictate contemporary 

experience.

Within her investigation, CANAN examines symbols within the 

collective consciousness and the subconscious, and reflects on how 

these symbols shape human behaviors and relationships. Symbols are a 

timeless, non-geographical and common language that mark our daily 

lives and that define our relationship with each other and with history. 

Symbols are a common language, for which the meaning ranges from 

the "highest art" to daily objects, to those in politics, humanity and art 

history, but one that is mostly involved with the transfer of beauty, 

human feelings and thoughts. Through symbols, we often have an 

understanding and perception of past times from a contemporary 

perspective. In her most recent works, CANAN continues to work on 

the cognitive, intuitive and imaginative effects of images, which are at 

times frightening, and at times definitive of beauty, nurtured by nature 

and symbolized through perceived meanings. How we perceive a 

symbol is dependent upon personal and social perspectives. 

Beyond time engages the audience with a sort of mystical and ritual 

experience, where artworks evoke a sense of hope in the audience as 

they find their own meaning by looking at the shapes, colors, sounds 

and symbols, letting the minds construct the present using both past 

experiences as well as dreams of the future. 

Women Bathing in Moonlight (2017) is a videowork. Shot on a full 

moon night on the Turkish island of Burgazada near Istanbul, a group of 

young women with flowers in their hair can be seen howling like wolves 

at the full moon and then walking down to the seashore to bathe in the 

sea. The video was recorded at the Madame Marta Cove, a small beach 

named after the protagonist of a local story that tells of a woman called 

Marta and her fisherman husband who end their own lives due to a 

tragedy – a story which explains why the sea does not come too far into 

the bay. What appears to be the performance of an ancient and mystical 

ritual jars with the bustling city of Istanbul, whose skyline of 

skyscrapers and packed housing blocks is visible in the background.



The work Falname consists of 71 miniatures inspired by the characters 

in Islamic mythology, reimagining fortune-telling. Falnama is a genre of 

Turkish and Iranian literature traced back to 17th century Iranian 

traditions, originally a form of bibliomancy: an oracle, fortune-telling 

system used by all classes, that required – before proceeding – to 

practice some form of personal purification. With the approach of a 

storytellers, in a period of transition, and focusing on a contemporary 

approach to miniature painting, CANAN do not treat miniature solely as 

a historical object, but emphasizes its theoretical potential as a 

contemporary art form.  .  

Gönül Dili / Heart of Endearment, is a work produced by CANAN for 

the 4th International Mardin Biennial in 2018, and it refers to the 

symbolic and intuitive nature of the human psyche. Folkloric creatures, 

birds, animal and flower figures are embroidered on delicate tulle 

tapestries in many and various sizes. Their shadows reflecting on the 

walls, a painting of light and shadow, featuring decorated motifs - 

symbol of the human spirit- dance across the walls while evoking 

symbols of purification and healing.



CANAN (1970, Istanbul) graduated from the Department of Painting at 

Marmara University, Faculty of Fine Arts. She lives and works in 

Istanbul.  

Her solo shows include “Endearment, Divinement, Contentment”, Daire 

Gallery, Istanbul (2019); “Behind Mount Qaf”, ARTER, Istanbul (2017); 

“Shining Darkness”, Rampa Gallery, Istanbul (2016); “I Beg You Please 

Do Not Speak to Me of Love”, Siyah Beyaz Gallery, Ankara (2014); 

“Turkish Delight” & “Even a Cat Has a Moustache”, Gallery X-ist, 

Istanbul (2012&2010); “Segregate”, KIBLA Multimedia Centre, Maribor 

(2010); “Bahname”, MASA Project, Istanbul (2007); “Behind the 

Curtains”, Festival De Rode, Amsterdam (2006); and “...finally you are in 

me”, Istanbul (2000) among others.

The group exhibitions and biennials include “Terra Incognita “ and “All 

Else is Far” , Istanbul (2021), “Miniature 2.0”, Pera Museum, Istanbul, 

“She Who Is Watching”,Wei-Ling Contemporary ,Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia (2020), “Re:Orient”, Grassi Museum, Leipzig (2019); “The 

Moon: A Voyage Through Time”, Aga Khan Museum, Toronto (2019); 

“Beyond Bliss”, Bangkok Art Biennale” (2018); “On the Shoulders of 

Fallen Giant”, Industrial Art Biennial, Labin (2018); “Beyond the Words”, 

4th Mardin Biennial (2018); “Banu-Hakan Çarmıklı Collection: First 

Round", Galata Primary Greek School, Istanbul (2018); “Home Strike, 

L’étrangère, Paris (2018); “A good Neighbour”, Pinakothek der 

Moderne, Munich (2017); “Jameel Prize 4” A. Kasteyev State Museum 
of Arts, Almaty (2017); “Mother Tongue”, İfö Center (2017), “Mother 

Tongue” Museum of Oslo, Intercultural Museum (2017); “Mother 

Tongue, A Visual Journey inside Heritage, Gender, Politics and Wars”, 

Sandnes Kunstforening, Sandnes (2017); “Mother Tongue, A Visual 

Journey inside Heritage, Gender, Politics and Wars”, Bodo 

Kunstforening, Bodo (2017); “Jameel Prize 4” Asia Cultural Centre, 

Gwangju (2017); “Jameel Prize 4”, Pera Museum, Istanbul (2016); 

“Politische Kunst im Widerstand in der Türkei”, NGBK, Berlin (2015); 

“Mother Tongue - Turkish Contemporary Video Art”, Foundation 3.14, 

Bergen (2015); “Too Early, Too Late: Middle East and Modernity”, 

Pinacoteca Nazionale di Bologna (2015); “Neighbours – 

ContemporaryNarratives from Turkey and Beyond”, Istanbul Modern  



“Envy, Enmity, Embarrassment” ARTER, Istanbul (2013); “Signs Taken in 

Wonder”, MAK Museum, Vienna & Kunstverein Hannover (2013); “The 

Laboratory of the Future: TOGETHER / APART”, CSW, Ujazdowski 

Castle, Warsaw & “At the Bazaar of Gender: Feminine / Masculine” 

MUCEM, Marseille (2013); “In What Language Shall I Tell You My 

Story”, Stedelijk Museum Schiedam (2012); “Journey”, Espace Culturel 

Louis Vuitton, Paris (2012); “Scenarios About Europe: Scenario 3”, 

GfZK, Leipzig (2012); “Contre L’Histoire”, Centre d’art de Fribourg 

(2012); “ACT V: Power Alone”, Witte de With Center for Contemporary 

Art, Rotterdam (2010); “Confessions of Dangerous Minds”, Saatchi 

Gallery, London (2011); “Dream & Reality” Istanbul Modern (2011); 

“Collage Istanbul”, Gaîté Lyrique, Paris (2011); “A Dream But Not Yours: 

Contemporary Art From Turkey”, National Museum of Women in the 

Arts, Washington D.C. (2010); “Istanbul Cool! What’s Happening in 

Contemporary Turkish Art Now”, Leila Taghinia – Milani Heller Gallery, 

NY (2010); “11th International Istanbul Biennial” (2009); “Global 

Feminism”, Brooklyn Museum, NY (2007). She has participated in 

residency programs in Germany, Turkey and USA.
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